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E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: ARAB LEAGUE FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING MARCH 27 
REF: TUNIS 1754 AND PREVIOUS 

1. SUMMARY: ALL LEAGUE COMMITTEES MET MARCH 27 AND ALL BUT 
POLITICAL COMMITTEE FINISHED THEIR WORK. POLITICAL COMMITTEE 
CHIEFLY DISUCSSED ARAB ECONOMIC AID TO AFRICA, AND SAUDI 
ARABIA ANNOUNCED DECISION TO INCREASE ITS CONTRIBUTION TO 
ARAB BANK FOR AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT. CHIEFS OF DELEGATIONS 
DISCUSSED RELATIONS BETWEEN SOUTH YEMEN AND OMAN. AND SECGEN 
RIADH ANNOUNCED THAT CONFERENCE WOULD CLOSE EVENING OF 
MARCH 28. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING MORNING OF MARCH 27, FIVE COMMITTEES OF ARAB 
LEAGUE MET AND ALL BUT POLITICAL COMMITTEE FINISHED THEIR 
WORK. SUMMARIES OF THEIR WORK AS CARRIED IN LOCAL PRESS 
FOLLOW: 

A. POLITICAL COMMITTEE WAS SCHEDULE TO STUDY DATE OF NEXT 
ARAB SUMMIT, BUT DISCUSSION WAS POSTPONED UNTIL MARCH 28. 
INSTEAD, COMMITTEE CONSIDERED IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 
OF NOVEMBER ARAB SUMMIT IN ALGIERS CONCERNINGAFRICAN-ARAB 
COOPERATION. SAUDI ARABIA ANNOUNCED DECISIONTO INCREASE 
CONTRIBUTION TO ARAB BANK FOR ECONMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
IN AFRICA (BADESA) FROM $25 MILLION TO $50 MILLION, RAISING 
TOTAL CAPITAL OF BANK TO $231 MILLION. MOROCCO BECAME 
SEVENTEENTH COUNTRY TO SIGN AGREEMENT CREATING BADESA, 
LEAVING BEHREIN AND SYRIA AS ONLY NON-SIGNERS. 

UNITED EMIRATES ANNOUNCED CONTRIBUTION OF $20 MILLION TO 
FUND TO COMPENSATE AND AID AFRICANS AFFECTED BY INCREASE 
IN OIL PRICE, WHICH WAS CREATEDDURING OAPEC MEETING IN 
JANUARY IN CAIRO. UNITED EMIRATES ALSO CONTRIBUTED $2 
MILLION TO PROGRAM OF ARABIC TECHINCAL ASSISTANCE. THIS 
PROGRAM, WITHINITIAL CAPITAL OF $15 MILLION, WILL FURNISH 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO AFRICAN COUNTRIES IN FORM OF 
EXPERTS AND SPECIALISTS. MEETING ALSO DISCUSSED PROBLEM 
OF SAHEL DROUGHT AND RECOMMENDED THAT MEMBERS AID AFFECTED 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 
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EGYPTIAN FORMIN FAHMI ARRIVED AFTER MEETING HAD BEGUN AND 
REPORTEDLY GAVE EXPOSITION ON EVOLUTION OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN ARAB WORLD AND INTERNATIONALCOMMUNITY. 

B. ECONOMIC COMMITTEE ENDED ITS WORK AND TRANSMITTED 
REPORT TO POLITICAL COMMITTEE. COMMITTEE REPORTEDLY 
DISCUSSED ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AMONG ARAB COUNTRIES AND 
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ARAB-AFRICAN ECONOMIC RELATIONS, ESPECIALLY IN AREAS OF 
AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY. 

C. FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEEL(PRESIDED OVER 
BY AMBASSADOR DOUISSEN FROM KUWAITI MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS) DISCUSSED FINANCIAL REPORT OF SECGEN OF LEAGUE 
AND A STUDY DEALING WITH CREATION OF PERMANENT COMMITTEES 
INSTEAD OF TEMPORARY ONES.; 

D. LEGAL COMMITTEE (PRESIDED OVER BY TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR 
IN FORIEGN MINISTRY ZOUHIR CHELLI) DISCUSSED HARMONIZATION 
OF ARAB POSITIONS REGARDING INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION, 
COORDINATION OF ARB POSITIONS REGARDING LAW OF THE SEA 
CONFERENCE AND COORDINATION OF ARAB EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE 
LEAGUE AND MEMBER COUNTRIES TO JOIN WORLD ORGANIZATION FOR 
AID IN CASE OF NATURAL CATASTROPHES. COMMITTEE ALSO 
DECIDED TO ESTABLISH GROUP OF EXPERTS TO STUDY UNIFICATION 
OF LEGISTLATION IN ARAB WORLD AND RECOMMENDED THAT MEMBER 
COUNTRIES JOIN WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
(WIPO) WITH HEADQUARTERS IN GENEVA. 

E. SOCIAL AND CULTURAL COMMITTEE DISCUSSED SITUATION OF 
ARAB WORKERS OVERSEAS AND POSSIBLITY OF AIDING PALESTINIAN 
STUDENTS BY CREATING UNIVERSITY FOR PALESTINIANS. 

3. AFTER EVENING PLENARY SESSION OF CHIEFS OF DELEGATIONS 
MARCH 27, LEAGUE SECGEN RIADH ANNOUNCED THAT COUNCIL 
DISCUSSED INTER-ARAB RELATIONS, SPECIFICALLY RELATIONS 
BETWEEN SOUTH YEMEN AND OMAN (SANAA 584). RIADH ALSO 
ANNOUNCED THAT CONFERENCE WOULD CLOSE EVENING OF MARCH 28. 

4. PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA CONTINUED HIS CONTACTS WITH HEADS 
OF DELEGATIONS OF LEAGUE, MEETING MARCH 27 WITH FONMINS OF 
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KUWAIT, ARAB EMIRATES (WHO ANNOUNCED THAT CHIEF OF STATE 
CHEIKH ZEAID BEN SULTAN WOULD VISIT TUNIS IN SEVERAL DAYS), 
BEHREIN, LEBANON AND SOUTH YEMEN. SOMALI FORMIN ARTEH AND 
CHIEF OF PALESTINIAN DELEGATION JAMEL SOURANI LEFT TUNIS 
EVENING MARCH 27. SYRIAN FOMIN KHADDAM GAVE PRESS CONFERENCE 
MORNING MARCH 28 (SEPTEL.) 
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